West Midlands Police

Freedom of Information

1) The number of arrests the force made under the Vagrancy Act 1824 in the last 5 years.

Please break down the information by offence and organise them by calendar year.

Table One — Number of arrests

Offence Title 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | Grand Total
Begging and wandering abroad - second /
subsequent occasion. 3 8 4 1 - 16
Begging and wandering abroad. 3 12 9 7 - 31
Begging in a public place - second or subsequent
occasion. 71 55 32 5 1 164
Begging in a public place. 141 105 90 60 17 413
Exhibiting indecent picture to public view - 1 - - - 1
Indecent exposure with intent to insult a female. 3 1 4 1 2 11
Lodging in a barn / outhouse / unoccupied building /
open air - Vagrancy Act 1824, - 1 - - - 1
Persistently beg in a public place (second or
subsequent offence) - Vagrancy Act 1824. 12 1 4 2 - 19
Resisting constable in execution of duty 5 11 9 11 10 46
Vagrant - being found in or upon enclosed
premises. 71 57 58 45 31 262
Grand Total 309 252 210 132 61 964
2) The number of charges the force made under the Vagrancy Act 1824 in the last 5 years (
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018). Please break down the information by offence and organise
them by calendar year.
Table Two — Number of charges
Offence Title 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | Grand Total
Charged 242 185 144 68 25 664
Begging and wandering abroad - second /
subsequent occasion. 3 8 4 1 - 16
Begging and wandering abroad. 2 10 8 5 - 25
Begging in a public place - second or subsequent
occasion. 69 55 29 4 1 158
Begging in a public place. 126 89 68 49 12 344
Indecent exposure with intent to insult a female. - - 1 - - 1
Persistently beg in a public place (second or
subsequent offence) - Vagrancy Act 1824. 12 1 4 2 - 19
Resisting constable in execution of duty 3 5 3 3 3 17
Vagrant - being found in or upon enclosed
premises. 27 17 27 4 9 84
Postal Charge/Requisition - - 2 - 3
Begging and wandering abroad. - - - - 1
Vagrant - being found in or upon enclosed
premises. - - - 2 - 2
Grand Total 243 185 144 70 25 667
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