
ABBREVIATIONS 

 

ABD Acute Behavioural Disturbance 

AMHP Approved Mental Health 

Professional 

AWOL Absent Without Leave (under the 

MHA) 

BoP  Breach of the Peace 

CCG Clinical Commissioning Group 

CoP Code of Practice (to the MHA) 

CTO Community Treatment Order (under 

the MHA) 

ED  Emergency Department 

GP  General Practitioner 

IOPC Independent Office for Police 

Conduct 

MCA  Mental Capacity Act 2005 

MHA  Mental Health Act 1983 

MHAA Mental Health Act Assessment 

NHS  National Health Service 

PACE Police and Criminal Evidence Act 

1984 

PoS  Place of Safety (under the MHA) 

RAVE Resistance, Aggression, Violence or 

Escape (risks) 

WMP  West Midlands Police 

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH ACT SECTIONS  

 

s2 MHA  Detention in hospital for 28 days for 

assessment. 

s3 MHA Detention in hospital for up to 6 

months for treatment. 

s4 MHA Emergency admission to hospital for 

72hrs. 

s5(2) MHA Doctor’s power to hold an inpatient 

for up to 72hrs 

s5(4) MHA Mental health or learning disability 

nurse’s power to hold an inpatient 

for up to 6hrs if no doctor available. 

s6 MHA AMHP’s power to take and convey a 

patient to hospital under the MHA. 

s18 MHA Power to re-detain someone who is 

AWOL under the MHA. 

s135(1) MHA Warrant to enter premises and 

remove someone to a PoS for MHAA 

assessment. 

s135(2) MHA Warrant to enter premises and 

return someone to hospital 

s136 MHA Police power to remove someone to 

a PoS for assessment. 

s138 MHA Power to re-detain someone who 

has absconded from custody under 

the MH.

CASE LAW   – the guidance documents refer to the keyname only, for brevity. 
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