
 

 

 
REQUEST  
 
 
 
This request concerns the number of Police Community Support Officers 
(PCSOs) in your force. 
 

1. How many PCSOs are currently employed by your force (please provide 
the latest figures available)? 

This information can be found on the following website 
 
http://foi.west-midlands.police.uk/officers-and-staff-10078-17/ 

 

2. Does your force have any plans to cut the number of PCSOs in the 
coming year? 

 
There are no plans to cut PCSO numbers at this time.  

 
3. How many PCSOs have left your force in each of the last three financial 

years (2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17)? If available, please could your provide 
a breakdown of the reason for leaving (e.g. voluntary resignation, 
normal retirement, dismissal)? 
 

Reason 
2014-

15 
2015-

16 
2016-

17 
Grand 
Total 

Resignation 20 67 51 138 

Joining Regular 
Force 28 14 32 74 

Joined another force 7 5 4 16 

Retirement ( 
includes 2 Medical) 1 1 7 9 

Not Known/Other( 
includes death in 
service) 4 1 1 6 

Redundancy 
(medical based)     3 3 

Dismissal 1     1 

Grand Total 61 88 98 247 

 
 

4. What was the total budget for PCSOs in your force in each of the last 
three financial years (2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17)?  

 
 
2014/15              £18,306,700 
2015/16              £15,804,100 
2016/17              £12,861,500 

 
5. How many arrests were made in total by PCSOs in each of the last three 

financial years (2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17)? If possible within costs 



 

 

limits, could you provide this information broken down by the specific 
type of offence? 

 
 
PCSOs are not attested constables, and therefore do not have the same powers of 
arrest under section 24 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. They can, 
however, utilise the 'any person' powers of arrest under section 24A of the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (commonly known as a citizens' arrest), we have 
searched our system for these arrests and there are none recorded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


