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CONFIDENTIAL 

 
 

Memorandum of Undertaking 
                   
 

This memorandum is a signed agreement between a senior Police Officer (named below) and an individual 
(named below), who has been specifically tasked with the investigation of offences under the Protection of 
Children Act, 1978 or has been retained by defence solicitors / counsel or by order of the court, to examine 
prosecution evidence under the aforementioned Act. 

 
This memorandum gives specific written authority to undertake the work requested in support of the 
prosecution or defence case where it is likely to be necessary to ‘make’ indecent images of children, and that 
providing that the below conditions are adhered to, any such activity would not be subject to a criminal 
investigation or inquiry. 
 
This document further supports the CPS Memorandum in that further to the above that the named person 
would not be in the public interest to prosecute. 
 
This undertaking does not give a licence to the named individual to conduct examinations or make copies of 
any indecent images of children, outside of that agreed within this document. 
 
Nature of Undertaking: 

 

The following will also apply: 
 

(a) the Police will do all that is reasonable in the circumstances to prevent the 
proliferation of Indecent Images of Children.  Therefore where practicable, every 
opportunity should be given for the named person to view the images at secure 
Police premises. 
 

(b) nor should the Police, Prosecution or Defence examiner make any additional 
copies unless he / she can show to the court it is necessary for the detection or 
investigation of crime, or for the purposes of criminal proceedings.  
 

(c) the Police and the defence are expected to respect and understand each others 
responsibilities in these circumstances.  The defence has a duty to defend their 
client and the Police have a duty to ensure that they do not unnecessarily create 
more indecent images of children or compromise sensitive confidential data. 
 

(d) if the material to be examined is out sourced by the Police AND, the material 
cannot be examined at a secure police station then a written reason must be 
recorded AND this undertaking will also include the below minimum standards. 
 

I (full name)……………………………………………………………………………. have read over the above and I 
agree to comply with and be bound by this undertaking. 

 
Signed…………………………………..Date ………………………   Witnessed by………………………………   

 
I (full name)………………………………………………Rank (Inspector or above) ………………………………… agree 
to the above named person undertaking this examination, as out lined within this document, and that providing 
that the below conditions are adhered to, any such activity would not be subject to a criminal investigation 
or inquiry.  
 
 
Signed  ………………………………………………………………..Date  ……………………………….….…….
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I (full name) ………………………………………………………………  undertake to carry out my examination as 
directed by the Police / Defence / Court (delete as appropriate) as follows: 

1. To provide sufficient personal details to the Police so that enhanced personnel 
security checks may be conducted. 

2. That the address(es) where the examination AND the material to be examined will 
be stored be visited by the OIC or his / her representative to confirm that the said 
property has reasonable security. 
 
Address 1:  Address 2:  
 
 
 
 
 

3. To take and retain personal possession of a copy of the computer material in this 
case and to ensure that such material is kept securely at the address(es) given at 
item 2. 

4. That the material remain at the address(es) given save for the purposes of a court 
hearing or meeting that is pre-arranged by the defendants instructing solicitor.  
Any transportation of such material must be conducted in a secure manner and in 
any case the defendant should not be allowed unsupervised access to the 
material. 

5. That no back-up copy, or additional copies of the material, or hard copies of 
images be made.  In event that the copy hard-disc fails or any data stored upon 
said hard disc is damaged then this copy will be returned to the Police agency and 
a ‘new’ copy provided.  (It is noted that when viewing any images using appropriate 
forensic ‘tools’ there will be ‘temporary copies’ made in the process.  This is 
unavoidable and is therefore covered by this undertaking). 

6. To process the data only on a secure stand-alone system that is not connected to 
any ‘network’ within or external of my aforementioned premises. (Any connection 
includes: PAN, LAN, Wireless LAN (Wi-Fi), Blue-tooth, Internet, Extranet, Intranet and 
Infrared). 

7. Not to distribute copies of any form of indecent images of children. 

8. I agree that on completion of my examination I will: 
 
(i)   Promptly provide a statement of these facts at the conclusion of this  
   examination.     
          
(ii) To securely delete any of the data or material that may have been retained    
   upon the aforementioned ‘stand alone’ system.  I.e. The ‘temporary copies’. 
 
(iii) Destroy the aforesaid data after twenty-eight (28) days after the trial  
  UNLESS an appeal is lodged.  The destruction will then take place at the  
  conclusion of the appeal process. 

 

I (full name)………………………………………………………….. have read over the above and I understand that 
this undertaking does not give me authority to conduct examinations or make copies of any indecent images 
of children, outside of that agreed within this document. I agree to comply with and be bound by this 
undertaking. 

 
Signed…………………………………………. …………………………..…Date………………………….…… 
 
 
Signature Witnessed by ……………………………………Rank (Inspector or above) …………No. …………… 


