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REQUEST  
 

1) How many officers are routinely armed with a firearm? I would ask for 
the yearly figures for the years between and including 2010 to 2016. For 
2017, I would ask for the number of officers routinely armed up to the 
end of August 2017. 

 
This information is available via the Home Office.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-use-of-firearms-statistics-england-
and-wales-april-2016-to-march-2017-data-tables  
 
In ‘The Police use of firearms statistics, England and Wales, 1 April 2016 to 31 March 
2017: data tables’ file, table 3 shows the number of armed officers by police force 
and region, from 31 March 2009 to 31 March 2017. 

 
 
2) How many officers are routinely armed with a taser?  I would ask for the 

yearly figures for the years between and including 2010 to 2016. For 
2017, I would ask for the number of officers routinely armed with a taser 
up to the end of August 2017. 
 

The figures below represent the number of officers who took taser training courses 
for the following years. The figures are made up of those who took the initial user 
course (to become authorised to carry a taser) or the annual refresher course and do 
not include firearms officers as they are all authorised to carry a taser. 
 

2010 414 
2011 415 

2012 434 

2013 426 

2014 426 

2015 437 

2016 431 

2017 327 (from 01/01/2017-31/08/2017) 

 
 

3) Regarding questions 1 and 2 (For 2017 only), could you also give each 
number as a percentage compared to the total number of police officers 
in Gloucestershire [sic] (eg, 10% of officers carry the tasor and 2% carry 
a firearm). 

 
No information held on percentages. 
 
You may find it useful to consult the following Home Office Publication on Statistics 
on police workforce numbers in the 43 police forces in England and Wales and the 
British Transport Police. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-workforce-england-and-wales-31-
march-2017  
 
In the ‘Police workforce, England and Wales: 31 March 2017: data tables’ file, table 
H1 shows the number of police officers, by police force area, as at 31 March 2017.  
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