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1. Does your force train officers in Achieving Best Evidence (ABE) Interviews? 

 

All officers that participate in the Initial Crime Investigation Development Programme (ICIDP) 

are trained to competence at PIP Level 2 for Interviewing victims and witnesses in relation to 

serious and complex investigations. 

 
 
2. Which teams receive ABE training? 
 

Officers within Investigative teams are trained through the ICIDP process as per question 1. 
Therefore this will include Detectives within Force Investigation Teams, Child Abuse 
Investigation Teams, Domestic Abuse Investigation Teams, Sexual Offences Investigation 
teams. 
 
3. How many officers have received ABE refresher training in the last 4 years? 
 

There has been no interview refresher training in the last 4yrs. 
 

 

4. If you are unable to confirm the number of officers trained can you confirm the last 

5 dates of the refresher courses your force has provided? 

 

N/A - There has been no interview refresher training in the last 4yrs. 
 
 
5. If your force does not provide refresher training does your force use another force 
or commercial provider for refresher ABE training? 
 

No 

 

 

6. Does your force use Registered Intermediaries in all ABE interviews for all children 

under 11? 

 

The following response has been provided by and is in relation to our Public Protection Unit. 

However they have advised that the answer is likely to be similar within all investigative 

departments across the force: 

 
Registered Intermediaries are to be used where the victim/witness is vulnerable and there 
may be issues with communication due to learning difficulties, mental health, or especially 
young age (“under 11” is often used as a benchmark/guidance for the latter, and all children 
under 17 are automatically deemed vulnerable). In these circumstances an Intermediary can 
be considered in order to assist with communication either in the planning stages of an ABE 
and/or the ABE interview itself. 
 
We do not use an intermediary for all children under 11, but instead it should be a 
consideration for all children under 11 if it will benefit the child/evidence (this will be decided 
during early assessment of the child). We also use intermediaries for children over 11 if 
appropriate and even for adults. We should always use a registered intermediary and non-
registered intermediaries should only be used in exceptional circumstances. 
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7. What has been your forces expenditure been on Registered Intermediaries since 

2014? 

 

14/15 - £75,965  
15/16 - £111,913  
16/17 - £163,424 


