
 

 

 
REQUEST  
 
1.         How many police officers are currently qualified to operate drones?   
 
= 1  
 
2.         What level and type of (if any) qualification do police officers require to 
operate drones?  
 

Police Drone Pilots require the same qualifications as any member of the public 
operating a commercial drone enterprise being the NQE  
 

3.         How are funds allocated to training officers?  Especially, how much 
does training cost, and how and from where are these funds provided?  
 
A limited fund was provided from funds provided to us under the Proceeds of Crime 
Act.  
 
This was approximately £27K which included the initial purchase of all equipment 
and training for additional pilots 
 
 

4.         What type of training package do officers undertake to become 
qualified? Especially, what is the duration of the course, and what are the 
assessment criteria for successful qualification?  
 
The training package accredited under the CAA is supplied by the external 
authorised providers which includes a ground theory course, Operations Manual 
assessment and flight assessment.  For West Midlands Police we have included 
night flight assessments by an external provider to ensure overall safety is assessed 
independently and then as this will be assessed as a requirement of pilots 
maintaining Continued Professional Development. 
 
 

5.         For what purposes is the force currently using drones?  
 

The main uses are open area searches for missing persons, operational awareness 
at large scale incidents and events, Crime scene assessment and investigation 
including 3D Modelling of crime scenes. 
 

6.         What procedures are in place in the event of a police drone crash?  

 

A drone crash is covered under the CAA guidelines as it is an aircraft and so is 
reported through the European Co-Ordination Centre for Accident and Incident 
Reporting System (ECCAIRS).  Depending on the level of the crash, then it would be 
investigated either, internally (very minor incident) by the police or if deemed 
appropriate the police could refer to the Independent Police Complaints Commission 
who may supervise an investigation, ask another force to investigate or take on the 
investigation themselves, or if a serious crash then reported through the Air Accident 
Investigation Board (AAIB) they would investigate as this is an aircraft crash. 
 
 

For further details please see the CAA web site www.caa.co.uk  

 

http://www.caa.co.uk/

