
 

 

 
I am writing to all of the Chief Constables in England and Wales in a bid to 
collate up-to-date information relating to the offence of Dog Theft. The theft of 
a dog is a particularly nasty offence and as you will know, is a growing 
problem in this country with many dogs never reunited with their owners.  
I wondered if you would be able to let me know how your force deals with this 
issue, for example 
 
1) How serious is the problem in your Force area  
 
Please note that The Freedom of Information Act applies to recorded information and 
therefore we are unable to supply opinions or to comment on events unless those 
opinions or comments are already recorded, there is no recorded information held.  
 
2) How do you collate the figures 
 
All crime reports are input on our CRIMES system and all missing reported dog 
incidents are input on our Command and Control Incident system 
 
3) Could you provide me with the numbers for dog thefts in the past five 
years 
 
This information can be found on the following website  
 
https://foi.west-midlands.police.uk/stolen-dogs-10877_16/ 
 
4) I understand that many thefts are simply recorded as lost animals rather 
than stolen, do you issue any guidance to your officers in relation to this point 
as to how they differentiate between dog theft and other types of thefts? 
 
The College of Policing Student Police Officer guidance relating to Crime and 
Criminal Offence:Theft, Related Offences and Criminal Damage document supports 
officers learning when identifying a “theft” has taken place. 
 
The document details the definition and elements of “Theft “and whilst there is no 
individual crime of Theft of Dog, the term “property”  details the terms animals with 
regards to being property 
 
“…includes money and all other property, real or personal, including things in action 
and other intangible property, wild creatures tamed or untamed that are normally kept 
in captivity” 
 
‘’Any animal, which belongs to a person, is property for the purpose of theft’’ 
 
5) Could I have the contact details of any officer allocated to oversee this 
crime?  
 
There is no allocated officer who specifically oversees stolen dog crime, all officers 
are responsible for this area, which falls part of their day to day duties 
 
 
6) I would also be interested to know how successful you are at getting 
dogs back to their owners and 
 

https://foi.west-midlands.police.uk/stolen-dogs-10877_16/


 

 

Our data are not organised in such a way as to allow us to provide this information, 
the found field on a crime report is not a mandatory field. Please note that 
researching each individual case would exceed the appropriate limit (FOIA, s.12 (1)). 
 
7) How many cases reach the courts? 
 
The cost of locating and retrieving this information would involve researching each 
case which would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom 
of information Act 2000.  
 
 


