
 

 

 
How many crimes has your force recorded between 13/7/16 and 24/8/16 where 
the crime report contains the word "Pokemon" (non upper-case specific) 
  
Please could you give me the following additional information for each 
recorded crime: 
  
1. A summary of the crime report including the circumstances in which the 
alleged offence(s) were committed - please specify the offence(s) recorded; 
 

Offence Count 

ASSAULT W/INT TO ROB-PERSONAL PROPERTY 1 

AFFRAY 1 

THEFT OTHER 1 

ROBBERY-PERSONAL PROPERTY 2 

COMMON ASSAULT 1 

ASSAULT OCCASION ABH 1 

Total  7 

 

Crime  Brief details                   

1 Whilst Playing Pokemon Go, victim has been kicked by offender who attempted to snatch their phone     

2 Intoxicated Males fighting over Pokemon Go 
     

  

3 Whilst engaged in a conversation about Pokemon Go Offender has then run off with victims phone   

4 Playing Pokemon Go, victim was threatened with a knife and phone has been stolen  
 

  

5 Outside Pub playing Pokemon Go Offenders have approached victims and thrown stones and insults at them  

6 Victim playing Pokemon Go on Bus, Offender punched victim after thinking victim had taken photograph of them 

7 Offender stole phones from victim who was playing Pokemon Go          

 
 
 
 
2. The ages and gender of the suspect(s) and alleged victim(s)  - please 
exclude this part of my FoI request if it you conclude it would risk identifying 
any individuals); 
 

Role 
Type 

Gender 

Male Female Blank 

Suspect 7 0 0 

Victim 5 1 1 

 

Age Suspect  Victim 

13 0 1 

14 1 1 

16 1   

17 
 

1 

18 1   

19 1 1 

20 1   



 

 

24 1   

25 
 

1 

29 1   

30 
 

1 

Blank   1 

Total  7 7 

 
  
3. What the result of the investigation was, for example a charge or caution etc. 
 

Outcome No 

OC15: Named Suspect identified: victim support but evidential difficulties 
prevent further action 2 

OC18: Investigation Complete: No suspect identified. Investigated as far as 
possible – Case closed pending further investigative opportunities 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, please could you provide me with any warnings to the public about 
playing Pokemon safely e.g. Press releases or social media messages. 
 
The following advice was issued to a newspaper following an enquiry after a 
Pokemon Freedom of Information request 
 
‘’West Midlands Police Crime Prevention Sergeant, Andy Gregory, said: “Most 

Pokemon Go related calls we receive are over large groups of people gathering 

at Poke Stops or other popular game locations and complaints of cars blocking 

roads, parking on footpaths, or people generally acting anti-socially.  

 

“We have had a few incidents of people mistakenly believing Pokemon Go 

players are filming them or taking photographs - one led to an assault and 

another to a car being damaged. 

 

“It is important players are courteous to other members of the public, stay within 

the law, don’t trespass, and do not cause traffic disruption. If offences are 

committed then people could end up being prosecuted.  

 

“On one occasion a 17-year-old hunting Pokemon in a Stourbridge park at 10pm 

had his phone snatched, while a 14-year-old in Small Heath had his brand new 

iPhone 6 snatched while playing Pokemon Go.  

 

“The normal personal safety advice applies: be aware of your surroundings and 

we would not advise walking through parks or other remote locations late at night 

clearly displaying valuable mobile phones. Stay in well-lit places and if you are 

going out Pokemon hunting, especially children, it’s advisable (and more fun) to 

go out with friends and not alone." 
 


