
Public Interest Test – 2326/16 

 

Exemption 

 

Section 31(1)(a)(b) Law Enforcement  

 

Harm 

 

Disclosure of this information would alert individuals to police tactics and undermine the work of the 

police service. The redacted information indicates areas of interest and focus which offenders may 

use to their advantage.  If offenders were able to predict these tactics and areas of focus they would 

be more likely to alter their own behaviour, thereby avoiding police detection. Disclosing 

information which would hinder the prevention and detection of crime and the apprehension or 

prosecution of offenders is not in the public interest.  

Considerations that favour disclosure 

 

Disclosing information about the investigation process and our procedures would provide greater 

transparency into the actions of a public authority. It is clear that there is a public interest in public 

authorities operating in as transparent a manner as possible, as this should ensure they operate 

effectively and efficiently.  

 

There is a clear public interest in ensuring that authorities do not act outside their authority and that 

the procedures in place are available for public scrutiny. By releasing this information, this should 

provide the necessary safeguards and satisfy the public interest in this matter.  

Considerations against disclosure 

Where current or future law enforcement role of the force may be compromised by the release of 

information, then this is unlikely to be in the interest of the public.  In this case, releasing this 

information would give away tactical information which could jeopardise future police operations 

and compromise the future prevention and detection of crime. 

 

There is an inherently strong public interest in public authorities carrying out investigations to 

prevent and detect crime. This ensures that offenders are brought to justice and that the necessary 

checks and balances are in place to safeguard the public from harm. To allow the effectiveness of 

investigations to be reduced, as described in the harm above, is not in the public interest. West 

Midlands Police need to be allowed to protect police tactics in order to protect the public from 

harm. 

 

Balancing Test 

For a public interest test, issues that favour release need to be measured against issues that favour 

non-disclosure. The public interest is not what interests the public, or particular individual, but what 

will be the greater good, if released to the community as a whole.  

 



The issues of transparency and accountability are noted. However, on balance it is considered that 

the public interest in exempting the information is outweighed by the potential impact release 

would have on future law enforcement activities.  

 

Although the release of information would help the public to understand the actions of the 

authority, the police need to be able to protect policing tactics in order to safeguard the public from 

harm. 

 


