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02/02/16  Ref:  007535/15 

 
I would like to request statistics for all deaths in custody, I have received such 
information for the years 2002/3-2014/15 from the Metropolitan Police Service 
therefore the same time frame would be preferable. The stats I have from the 
MPS included 1) a table of deaths in chronological order, 2) a table of deaths in 
police borough order, 3) annual totals by home office categories and 4) 
breakdown of deaths by ethnicity and gender. If it is possible to get stats 
aggregated in this manner that would be preferable, otherwise whichever 
format West Midlands Police keeps such statistics in. 
 
 
Deaths in custody by gender 
 
2003/04 = 1 Female, 1 Male  
2006/07 = 1 Male  
2010/11 = 2 Male 
2014/15= 1 Female 
2015/16 = 1 Male   
 
Deaths in Custody by LPU 
 
2003/04 = Birmingham North 
2003/04 = Birmingham West & Central  
2006/07 = Birmingham West & Central 
2010/11 = Birmingham East  
2010/11 = Birmingham West & Central  
2014/15 = Walsall 
2015/16 = Coventry 
 
Ethnicity  
 
2003/04 = White (not stated) 
2003/04 = Black Caribbean 
2006/07 = Asian (any other)  
2010/11 = White British 
2010/11 = Black (not stated) 
2014/15 = Asian (not stated) 
2015/16 = White European 
 
Arrest reason  
 
2003/04 = Breach of the Peace 
2003/04 = Disorder 
2006/07 = RTC unfit through drink and drugs 
2010/11 = Drunk and incapable  
2010/11 = No arrest reason   
2014/15 = Shoplifting 
2015/16 = Affray  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



West Midlands Police      Freedom of Information 

02/02/16  Ref:  007535/15 

I would also like to request all press releases related to the death of Micheal 
'Mickey' Powell (died 7th September 2003). 
 
30 March 2007 
Following careful consideration of the recommendations made in the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) report, into the death in custody of Michael 
Powell in 2003, West Midlands Police has today lifted the suspensions in relation to 
all 10 officers.  
  
On 2 August 2006, all officers were cleared of all charges against them at Leicester 
Crown Court. Today (Friday 30 March) the IPCC has ruled that the officers will not 
face any misconduct action. 
  
We have not lost sight of the tragedy that has afflicted the late Mr Powell and his 
family and our thoughts are with them at this difficult time. This has been a 
particularly difficult time for all involved. 
  
The officers were suspended for three years to protect the integrity of the 
investigation, the public and the officers themselves. We recognise this has had a 
significant impact on the officers and their families. They have had a long period 
away from work and will need a great deal of support and re-training in order to 
return to mainstream policing. 
  
West Midlands Police have co-operated fully with Northamptonshire Police (the 
investigating force) and the IPCC during this inquiry and welcomed the involvement 
of both organisations and their transparent and thorough investigation. 
Northamptonshire Police produced a full report, which West Midlands Police has 
examined.  
  
The force has received a series of recommendations with regard to organisational 
learning, which are being considered. Some of the recommendations outlined are 
national issues, which affect every police force in the country. 
  
  
  
02 August 2006 
"We are deeply saddened by this case and must never lose sight of the fact that 
Michael Powell died when in our care. 
  
"His death is a tragedy for his family and friends and our thoughts are with them at 
this time. 
  
"The officers have today been cleared by the jury of all charges against them 
following a lengthy trial. This has been a difficult time not only for the officers but also 
for their families.  
  
"The officers will remain suspended. We now await the report from Northamptonshire 
Police and will consider any matters arising from it in consultation with the IPCC. 
  
"This consideration will be undertaken thoroughly and professionally whilst 
remembering the tragic circumstances of the case. 
  
"We again express our deepest sympathy to Mr Powell 's family." 
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12 May 2006 
For information, in connection with the trial at Leicester Crown Court of the WMP 
officers concerning the death in custody of Michael Powell in Birmingham in 2003. 
  
There will be two media RVPs in place for the jury visit which is scheduled to take 
place at approximately 10.30am-11am tomorrow morning (Friday). 
  
The first location will be Malthouse Gardens (opposite Wilton Street) which is just off 
Lozells Road. 
  
The second location is outside Thornhill Road police station (off the Soho Road) at 
the corner with Golds Hill. 
  
Press officers will be at the cordons. 
  
Please respect the anonymity of the jury members. 
  
The jury are expected to leave Leicester Crown Court at 9.15am and are due at 
Wilton Street at approximately 10.30am. 
  
  
  
11 May 2006 
For information, in connection with the trial at Leicester Crown Court of the WMP 
officers concerning the death in custody of Michael Powell in Birmingham in 2003. 
  
There will be two media RVPs in place for the jury visit which is scheduled to take 
place at approximately 10.30am-11am tomorrow morning (Friday). 
  
The first location will be Malthouse Gardens (opposite Wilton Street) which is just off 
Lozells Road. 
  
The second location is outside Thornhill Road police station (off the Soho Road) at 
the corner with Golds Hill. 
  
Press officers will be at the cordons. 
  
Please respect the anonymity of the jury members. 
  
The jury are expected to leave Leicester Crown Court at 9.15am and are due at 
Wilton Street at approximately 10.30am.  
  
  
  
  
08 May 2006 
This is an advisory note re the Michael Powell death in custody court case involving 
ten of our officers on Monday.  
  
The officers will be arriving at court at about 9.15am together and we will arrange for 
you to be able to take photos and film them going into court & I will be at court to 
meet any of you. 
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05 May 2006 
Re the trial beginning on Monday 8 May at Leicester Crown Court of the WMP 
officers concerning the death in custody of Michael Powell in Birmingham in 2003. 
  
For those planning to attend the court case on Monday WMP Federation, the IPCC 
and WMP press office will be holding a briefing on Sunday evening (7 May) at 6pm at 
the Ramada Jarvis hotel in Leicester city centre. 
  
The purpose of the briefing is introduce representatives from the organisations 
involved and establish lines of communication for official comments and points of 
contact during the trial. 
  
Anyone wishing to attend is asked to call Sarah Kirby on the WMP press office on 
0121 626 5858. 
  
  
01 March 2004 
This is a message regarding the death of 38-year-old Michael Lloyd Powell who died 
on Sunday 7 September 2003.  
  
We have been advised by the CPS that two officers should be prosecuted for 
common assault. Any further queries should be directed to the Police Complaints 
Authority which is supervising this investigation.  
  
We would advise the media that there will be no further comment or any interviews 
from West Midlands Police as this is an active inquiry.  
  
  
  
08 September 2003 
This is an update regarding the death in police custody which occurred in the early 
hours of Sunday morning.  
  
West Midlands Police firstly wishes to express its deepest sympathies to the family of 
the deceased man.  
  
We can confirm his name as Mr Michael Lloyd Powell , aged 38, of Lozells, 
Birmingham.  
  
A post mortem examination took place yesterday in the presence of a member of the 
Police Complaints Authority. It has proved inconclusive in establishing the cause of 
death.  
  
However the PM has established that death was not attributable to asphyxiation or 
blood loss, or to multiple injuries. Mr Powell had sustained several cuts before police 
arrived at the scene of his arrest.  
  
The results of toxicology tests are awaited.  
  
West Midlands Police has voluntarily referred this matter to the Police Complaints 
Authority, as is normal in such circumstances. The PCA has appointed one of its 
members to oversee the enquiry into Mr Powell 's death.  
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Additionally, we are inviting an outside force to conduct the enquiry into our handling 
of this matter. We are determined that a thorough and searching enquiry into Mr 
Powell 's death should take place.  
  
To recap the events before Mr Powell 's death, at 1230am on Sunday September 7, 
police responded to a reports of a person trying to get into a house in Wilton St, 
Lozells.  
  
Police officers arrived at the scene a short time later and Mr Powell was seen outside 
the relevant address.  
  
Mr Powell was arrested following a struggle. He was then taken to Thornhill Road 
police station.  
  
There were concerns about his wellbeing and so a doctor and an ambulance were 
called.  
  
Mr Powell was taken to City Hospital where he was pronounced dead at 01:56. 
 
 


