
West Midlands Police      Freedom of Information 

14/12/15  Ref:  006539/15 

 
I am writing to request information about the number of children that have 
been investigated by West Midlands Police for making, possessing or 
distributing indecent images, and the number of under 18s on the sex 
offenders register in the area.  
 
I would like the following information broken down annually for the last three 
years up to the time this request is answered (eg. 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 or 
2013, 2014, 2015). Please be consistent in using either financial or calendar 
years. 
 
a) The number of under 18s investigated for making, possessing or distributing 
indecent images, and their ages. 
 
Recorded Crime for the offence of making, possessing or distributing indecent 
images, where the offender is aged under 18, by Outcome  
 

 
Offences Caution Charge 

2012/13 21 3 4 

2013/14 28 2 2 

2014/15 22 2 3 

2015/16 6 0 2 

 
 

Age 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 

10 0 0 1 0 

12 2 3 0 1 

13 3 1 4 0 

14 4 10 6 3 

15 4 7 7 1 

16 3 4 1 1 

17 5 3 3 0 

Total 21 28 22 6 

 
Please note that the figures above relate to recorded crime and not ‘investigations’, 
this is because  If an incident is not ‘Crimed’ then there is no offence,  if there was an 
offence then the non-crime would have been converted to a Crime. 
 
 
b) The number of under 18s that received a police caution for making, 
possessing or distributing indecent images.  
 
As above  
 
c) The number of under 18s that have been prosecuted for making, possessing 
or distributing indecent images, and the number that have been put on the sex 
offenders register for any of the above offences.  
 
As above  
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d) The number of under 18s that have had the crime of making, possessing or 
distributing indecent images recorded against them on police databases. 
Please give detail on whether or not they were arrested or charged, and how 
long they will remain on police databases for.  
 
The College of Policing website provides guidance to forces with regard to the 
retention, review and disposal of information. This can be found at the following link: 
 
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/information-
management/management-of-police-information/retention-review-and-disposal-of-
police-information/  
 
 
 
e) The total number of under 18s on the sex offenders register in the area 
covered by West Midlands Police, and their ages.  
 
There are 34 under 18’s on the sex offenders register as at 08 December 2015 
 
4 =14 years 
5 = 15 years 
13 =16 years 
12 =17 years 
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