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1. How many times have WMP Officers used Tasers in Birmingham since the start of the year. 
Furthermore, what are the location where Tasers were used by officers. 
 
Please find the information requested below.  Please note that these are for all types of Taser deployment for the following dates: 

01/01/2015 – 31/07/15. 

 

Incident's - Local Policing 

Unit Aimed Angled Drive Stun Arced Drawn 

Drive 

Stun Fired 

Red 

Dot Total 

Birmingham East  8 - - 12 - 11 29 60 

Birmingham North - - 2 7 - 14 21 44 

Birmingham South 2 2 - 3 - 14 23 44 

Birmingham West & Central 5 1 1 23 2 13 46 91 

Total 15 3 3 45 2 52 119 239 

 
 
 
2. How many incidents have resulted in West Midlands Ambulance Service being called out. 
 
A search of our incident logs where the initial brief incident detail contains the word Taser and an ambulance was called between 01/01/2015 and 
30/07/2015 found 2 relevant logs in the Birmingham area. 
 
3. How many officers are currently trained (And being trained) to use Tasers whilst on duty? Also, what does the training to be qualified 
on using a Taser involve? Is there any exam or medical or mental test done? 
 
Currently we have 438 Officers trained by our Learning & Development Department to use Tasers whilst on duty, these are Officers from Local 

Policing Units and Departments. We also have 154 Authorised Firearms Officers who are also authorised Taser officers. 

There is a selection process for Taser officers outside of Firearms and Operational Support Unit. Before an officer can be trained, they must have 

approval of their Local Policing Unit Commander. Only officers who work on Response can carry Taser operationally. If selected for training, the 

officer must pass an eyesight test. There is no additional fitness test for Taser officers.  
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Regardless of role, the initial Taser course is three days. During the course, students are taught how the device operates and how it can be used 

to achieve neuro-muscular incapacitance. Students receive inputs on the National Decision Model, The Human Rights Act and use of force. There 

are inputs regarding vulnerable people and people suffering with mental health conditions. Students are given training in how to deploy Taser in 

different situations, using practical scenarios. Each student must pass a written assessment test. There is a qualification shoot, to test that 

students are able to handle and deploy Taser safely. Students are also assessed on a practical scenario. 

If an officer passes the course, they are authorised to carry Taser operationally for 12 months. The officer must attend a one day refresher course 

within 12 months to allow them to continue to carry Taser. The refresher course follows the themes of the initial course. 

The College of Policing ensure that the Taser training course is delivered to the same standard nationally. 

 
4. How many Tasers does WMPF currently have in operation and what model are they. Furthermore, what was the cost of purchasing 
and what is the cost of maintaining these handsets. 
 
We currently have approximately 500 Tasers in operation.  They were given to us by the government but believe the cost is around £1000.00 
each. 
  
The model we currently use is the X26 Taser - maintenance is carried out by police officers.  
 
Please note: A paper has recently been presented to the Strategic Police and Crime Board on the subject of Taser use which may be helpful to 

you. The paper is available via the West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioners Office web site. 


