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 1. Is there a vulnerable adult’s liaison officer that handles the problems of elderly people if they are the relatives of individuals who are arrested.  
  
 We do have Vulnerable Adult Liaison Officers who would assist if a person was considered to be vulnerable, the definition of a Vulnerable Adult is: 
 

A Vulnerable Adult is any person aged 18 or over who is or may be in need of community care services, by reason of mental, physical or learning disability, 
age or illness and is or may be unable to take care of him/herself or unable to protect him/herself against significant harm or exploitation.  

The definition applies to people with mental health, sensory or other physical impairments, learning difficulties, frailty or confusion, who, as a consequence, 
are unable to protect themselves and are in need of community care.  

Both aspects of the definition need to be met for a person to be considered a ‘Vulnerable Adult’  

If the adult in question falls into this definition then the answer is yes. If not, then it is no. However, if the arrested person’s case is a serious offence then the 
family would be allocated a FLO (family liaison officer) who would be able to help. 

 

2. Please provide the guidance/directives/protocols for the police to enter or threaten to break down a door of a home.  
 
On occasions and subject to provisions being fulfilled, police officers will have the power in law to enter premises without the consent of the owner / occupier. 
Such occasions may arise as a result of a dynamic operational necessity to enter a premise or as a result of a pre-planned operation.   
 
Examples of some powers that allow officers to enter by force if necessary are as follows;  
 
i) Common Law – Breach of the peace  
 
Officers can use reasonable force to enter premises if they have genuine grounds to apprehend such a breach, they have a right to enter private premises to 
make an arrest or ensure that a breach of the peace does not occur. The right of entry is not absolute, but must be weighed against the degree of disturbance 
which is threatened.   
 
ii) Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE)   
 
The below details sections of PACE where a power of entry in certain circumstances will apply. The list is not exhaustive but provides examples of more 
commonly used powers. 
 
Section 17(1)(b) - arresting a person for an indictable offence  
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Section 17(1)(e) - saving life or limb or preventing serious damage to property  
Section 32(2)(b) - if the offence for which a person has been arrested is an indictable offence, a power  to enter and search any premises in which he was 
when arrested or immediately before he was arrested for evidence relating to the offence.  
Section 18(1) - Subject to the provisions of this section, a constable may enter and search any premises occupied or controlled by a person who is under 
arrest for an indictable offence, if he has reasonable grounds for suspecting there is on the premises evidence or than items subject to legal privilege that 
relates (a) to the offence; or (b) to some other indictable offence which is connected with or similar to that offence. 
 
iii) Search Warrants  
 
Section 8 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 provides the grounds and procedure to be followed when applying for a search warrant for an 
indictable offence. It also provides a power to seize certain items. 
 
Section 8(1) - If on an application made by a constable a justice of the peace is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for believing (a) that an indictable 
offence has been committed; and (b) that there is material on premises mentioned in subsection (1a) which is likely to be of substantial value (whether by 
itself or together with other material) to the investigation of the offence; and (c) that the material is likely to be relevant evidence; and(d) that it does not 
consist of or include items subject to legal privilege excluded material or special privilege material ; and(e) that any of the conditions specified in subsection 
(3) applies in relation to each set of premises specified in the application, he may issue a warrant authorising a constable to enter and search the premises.  
Search warrants under other legislation such as the Theft Act 1968 and Misuse of drugs Act 1971 to name but two can also be obtained from Magistrates that 
would provide officers with a power to enter premises under the terms of the warrant.  
 
iv) Acts of Parliament and other legislation 
 

 

 


