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Request reference: 202_14 
 
1. When (in what month and year) would West Midlands Police be happy to 
provide me with information about how many Police Officers there were and 
from the ethnic minorities in your organisation in a month from 1998 which 
would be closest to December 1998? 
 
From searching our paper based records, the nearest information we can obtain to 
answer your request is the police headcount from June 1998: 
 
 

 
Headcount % breakdown 

Code 1 (white) 7032 95.91% 

Code 2-9 (ethnic minority) 298 4.06% 

Unknown 2 0.03% 

TOTAL 7332 100.00% 
 
 
We are unable to provide a further breakdown of ethnicity. 
 
 
 
2. Will individuals be in a position to report crimes in the Police Station which 
is on Queens Road, in Aston, Birmingham? 
 
This police station is now closed to members of the public. 
 
 
3. What methods of communication can people employ to report crimes to 
West Midlands Police? 
 
By telephone 
In an emergency dial - 999 
Non emergency number – 101 
 
You can also attend your local police station. Your local police station is Steelhouse 
Lane or Handsworth Police Station on Thornhill Road.  
 
We also have an emergency SMS service that allows people who are deaf, hard of 
hearing and/or speech impaired to access the emergency services. 
 
4. Would a Police Office charge an individual after giving him/her a caution? 
 
If the caution is recorded as the outcome for that offence, an individual cannot be 
charged for that offence.  
 
However, when an individual is arrested the ‘police caution’ is read out to them. The 
caution is as follows: 
 
“You do not have to say anything. However, it may harm your defence if you do not 
mention when questioned something you may later rely on in court. Anything you do 
say may be given in evidence.” 


