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Request reference: 5324_14 
 
Information Requested 
 
4. Whether ARV officers patrol overtly armed or with weapons retained in secured 
arms cabinets in the ARV. 
 
6. If Standing Authorities/specific authorities do not allowed for overt arming, details 
of any changes to the Standing Authority or specific authority over the past 2 years 
which have allowed for officers to be overtly armed (e.g. the reason for the increased 
risk assessment, number of officers overtly armed, duration of overt arming) 
 
Applicable Exemption 
 
Section 31 (1)(a)(b) - Law Enforcement 
 
Considerations Favouring Disclosure 
 
The information requested relates to a specialised area of Policing.  There is a public 
interest in the community being made aware of all the facts relating to Armed Policing 
in order to ensure complete openness and transparency as there is often speculation 
and rumour with regard to the use of firearms within the Police Service.  In this case 
providing information relating to firearms standing authorities would go some way to 
ensure that debates around these issues are accurate. 
 
Standing Authorities are authorised by Chief Officers following intelligence that has 
been received into West Midlands Police and disclosure may encourage others to 
provide more information in order to assist.   
 
Considerations Favouring Non-Disclosure 
 
Standing Authorities are issued after careful consideration by Chief Officers in order 
to protect the public and apprehend individuals who use lethal weapons as part of 
their criminality.  To disclose specific tactical detail of these authorities will invariably 
disclose law enforcement techniques and place the Police Service nationally at a 
tactical disadvantage.   
 
The risk to public safety cannot be ignored and the Police Service has a 
responsibility to ensure Authorised Firearms Officers are skilled in the role they 
undertake in order to protect the community from risk of harm.  By disclosing detail of 
Standing Authorities will undoubtedly compromise the health and safety of 
individuals, as well as the AFOs.   
 
In addition to law enforcement tactics being compromised disclosure could also 
‘create’ a fear of crime within the general public relating to armed policing.   
 
Conclusion 
 
There is a lot of information within the public domain surrounding standing authorities 
for firearms.  As stated above the College of Policing Authorised Professional 
Practice for Armed Policing provides policy information which covers several 
modules including the legal framework of armed policing; use of force, firearms and 
less lethal weapons; operational issue and carriage of firearms and deployment of 
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Authorised Firearms Officers; Strategic Threat and Risk Assessment (STRA) 
Guidance, etc.   
 
Forces are required to produce an annual strategic threat and risk assessment 
(STRA) which is used to create aggregated collaborative, regional and national 
STRAs.  These documents are compiled and will be scrutinised by relevant bodies, 
such as Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabularies. 
 
The West Mercia Police host the Armed Policing business area and they too publish 
a vast amount of information on their website, see below link: 
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/about-us/acpo-armed-policing.html  
 
The amount of information within the public domain provides openness and 
transparency into this subject area.  However, when considering the points against 
disclosure, we feel at this moment in time, to disclose information which would hinder 
the prevention or detection of crime and the apprehension or prosecution of 
offenders would have a negative impact on the operational delivery of effective law 
enforcement.  In addition although there is no real evidence to confirm that disclosure 
of this type of information would undermine the health and safety of an individual, the 
fact that it is likely can be considered under Section 31 for non-disclosure.   
 
Having taking into account the points raised above we feel the balance falls heavily in 
favour of non disclosure.    
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