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1. Details of any Standing Authority in place covering officers carrying a 
handgun as a sidearm.  
 
The West Midlands Police follow the Authorised Professional Practice (APP) for 
armed policing. This document can be found at the following link: 
 
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/assets/_files/documents/jul_13/wmp__1372866447_
APP_Armed_Policing_Printable_f.pdf 
 
 
2. Whether any Standing Authority in place allows for the overt arming of 
officers.  
 
Please consult the document above. 
 

 
3. Whether any Standing Authority in place allows for overt arming of officers 
on routine duties (e.g. whilst on traffic patrol). 
 
Police Officers do not carry out routine duties with firearms. Specially trained officers, 
known as Authorised Firearms Officers (AFOs) are deployed to incidents which merit 
the deployment and use of firearms.  
 
These officers serve firstly as police officers and secondly as armed officers. 
Depending on their training and skill set, these officers may be used for other roles 
such as road policing, or dealing with incidents they observe whilst on patrol. 
 
Officers who are not AFOs do not have access to firearms and are not covered by 
the APP for armed policing. 
 
 
4. Whether ARV officers patrol overtly armed or with weapons retained in 
secured arms cabinets in the ARV. 
 
Exempt under Section 31(1)(a)(b) 
 
 
5. The date since which any Standing Authorities have been in place. 
 
December 1988 – January 1989 
 
 
6. If Standing Authorities/specific authorities do not allowed for overt arming, 
details of any changes to the Standing Authority or specific authority over the 
past 2 years which have allowed for officers to be overtly armed (e.g. the 
reason for the increased risk assessment, number of officers overtly armed, 
duration of overt arming) 
 
Exempt under Section 31(1)(a)(b) 
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7. The number of officers authorised to carry weapons (please state whether 
they are authorised to carry weapons overtly). 
 
The number of AFOs are published online: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/29843
5/Police_use_of_firearms_Commons.pdf 
 
 
8. The total number of officers in the force. 
 
Force headcount as of 01/08/14: 7217 
 


