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Q1. How many operational dog handlers does your Force currently 
have active? 
 
 60 
 
Q2.What is the total cost to your Force per annum of a specialist 
detection dog handler (explosives/drugs/Weapons/cash)?  
 
The full time equivalent of a constable is £46,100 there are 
currently no handlers that act solely as a specialist detection dog 
handler they have a core role and specialism is a bolt on. 
This figure is based on average pay, clothing, allowances and  
pension contributions. 
 
Q3. What disciplines do these cover (GP, explosives / drugs / 
weapons / cash)? 
 
GP (General Purpose) some GP dogs have an extended role as 
being a Firearms Support Dog, Drug proactive, Drugs dual, victim 
detection dogs. 
 
Q4.  How many searches requiring drugs search dog support were 
carried out in 2013? 
 
818 drug searches were attended during 2013. 
 
Q5.  How many searches requiring explosive detection dog 
support were carried out in 2013? 
 
We attended 154 explosives searches that required an explosive 
detection dog. 
 
Q6.  How many searches requiring a dog to search for weapons 
were carried out in 2013? 
 
106 searches were attended, which may have entailed both drugs 
and weapons.  
 
Q7.  What is your force’s total spend on kennelling Police dogs in 
public sector kennels? 
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Kennel Staff FTE cost per year is £123,000 but there are obviously 
non staff costs on top that are approx £8,000 (cleaning equipment, 
disinfectants etc).The cost of utility bills have not been included. 
 
Q8.  What is your Force’s total spend on kennelling police dogs in 
private sector kennels? 
 
Zero 
 
Q9. What is your force’s total spend on kennelling seized dogs?  
 
£301,989.79p 
 
10.  What is your Force’s total spend on outsourcing specialist dog 
teams from other public sector organisations? 
 
Zero 
 
11.  What is your Force’s total spend on outsourcing specialist dog 
teams from private organisations? 
 
Zero 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 


