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Request reference: 4509_13 
 
Please note: We have used the data that was provided for the press release on the 
24th January 2014. This was so we were able to provide the breakdown in figures 
that you required. However, the final analysis of the campaign will not be available 
until March. This is when the results of the campaign can be properly ascertained. 
Our Christmas Drink Drive Campaign ran from the 1st December 2013 through to the 
1st January 2014.  
 
 
1.  For the December 2013 Drink Drive Campaign please advise how many  
motorists completed a test, how many were charged with being above the legal 
limit, and how many motorists were charged with failing to provide a specimen.  
 
How many motorists completed a breath test: 5256. 
 
Out of the 205 people charged over the Christmas Period, 37 were charged with 
failure to provide a breath specimen and 171 were charged with being “in charge/ 
driving a motor vehicle when alcohol above legal limit” and “being in charge/ driving a 
motor vehicle whilst unfit through drink.” Please note that 3 people were charged with 
both “failure to provide a breath specimen” and being “in charge of a vehicle whilst 
unfit through drink.” 
 
2.   Also, for comparative purposes, please provide the same data for the 
December 2012 Campaign. 
 
Throughout the December 2012 Christmas Campaign period, 3836 breath tests were 
administered. 30 motorists were charged with failure to provide the breath specimen 
and 199 were charged with being “in charge/ driving a motor vehicle when alcohol 
above legal limit” and being “in charge/ driving a motor vehicle whilst unfit through 
drink.” 
 
 
3. Regarding the Crime-stoppers Drink Drive reward scheme, please advise 
how many motorists were reported, and for each notification please advise 
how much reward was paid out. 
 
The West Midlands Police worked closely with Crime-Stoppers over the Christmas 
period in regards to the Drink Drive Campaign. However, the reward scheme was 
conducted by Crime-Stoppers and they are responsible for any payments made.  
 
Crime-stoppers is an independent charity and therefore not covered by the Freedom 
of Information Act. Currently, they have no plans to publish any material relating to 
rewards given in response to this campaign. 
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4. Whilst you are dealing with my FOI request it would be helpful if you could  
include an explanation as to why, apparently, if there were 363 people testing  
positive or failing to provide a breath specimen why were only 205 drivers 
charged? 
 
Technically this is not a Freedom of Information request, as it asks for an 
explanation, rather than recorded information.  However, in order to assist I can tell 
you that when this data was collated, 363 people had tested positive or failed to 
provide a sample. As a result 205 people have been charged with an offence. There 
are a number of reasons as to why the remainder have not being charged.  
 
A number of drivers may have tested positive in the original breathalyser test but 
when taken to the station and the second breathalyser administered, the breath 
alcohol levels were under the legal limit. Therefore they would be released without 
further action.   
 
A small number of drivers who test positive or fail to provide a specimen are not 
initially arrested and charged, but are instead issued with a summons to appear at a 
station in 6 – 8 weeks time. This is because not all drivers are able to accompany the 
police to a station and are instead taken to a hospital. To determine a positive or 
negative result, a breath test may be taken before or after the driver has been taken 
to hospital. Whilst at the hospital, if the breath test has returned a positive result and 
the driver is considered able by a doctor, then they will be subject to a blood 
procedure. This is because the police are unable to take the driver to a station where 
they would normally administer a breathalyser test to return a definitive breath 
alcohol content. The blood is then sent for analysis, and if the result is positive, the 
driver will be charged when they return to the station.  
 
If a driver is unable or unwilling to provide a specimen in the initial breathalyser test, 
or the subsequent test at the police station then a sample of blood will be taken to 
replace the breath sample. A sample of blood will also be taken if a breath alcohol 
content level has been returned at the lower end of the unlawful level. The driver will 
then be bailed to return to the station and the blood samples will be sent for analysis. 
This may take 6 to 8 weeks.  
 
As our Christmas Drink Drive Campaign finished on the 1st January 2014, the final 
analysis of the results should be available in March 2014.   


