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EXEMPTION NOTICE 
 
 
Reference 4008_13 
 
Suspected ‘chemical suicides’  
 
2.     Details of each incident including: 
a.     Date 
b.     Location 
c.     Number of people involved 
e.     Names of people who died (if released by police at the time 
f.      Number of people injured/ requiring hospital treatment 
g.     How many officers were involved with response to the incident 
h.     Brief details of the police response to the incident 
i.      How many police officers were injured/required hospital treatment and 
details of their injuries/treatment 
 
Applicable Exemption 
 
Section 30(1) (a) (b) Investigations 
Section 38(1) (a) (b) Health & Safety 
 
Reason For Applying The Exemptions 
 
Harm 
 
 
Release of information through the Freedom of Information Act removes any of the 
legal strictures and assumptions of confidentiality associated with the due legal 
process. As a consequence any ongoing investigation or subsequent court 
proceedings could be jeopardised where release of information regarding an 
individual was identified. 
 
The Freedom of Information Act is applicant blind. This means that if we were to 
accede to the request, we would be obliged to make this information available to 
everyone. However this information contains information about deceased persons, 
the release of which may have a negative impact on the mental health of the family 
or friends of the deceased and other people involved. 
 
 
Considerations Favouring Disclosure 
 
Disclosing information about investigations would provide a greater transparency in 
the investigating process and the actions of a public authority. It is clear that there is 
a public interest in public authorities operating in as transparent a manner as 
possible, as this should ensure they operate effectively and efficiently. Providing 
information surrounding an investigation could help to ensure that authorities do not 
overlook issues which they should investigate or that they have good reasons for not 
investigating. 
 
 



WEST MIDLANDS POLICE  Freedom of Information 

11/02/2014  4008_PIT 

Release of information may raise awareness of these particular incidents and 
therefore ensure that the public are reassured that West Midlands Police are 
investigating appropriately. 
 
Release of this information may raise general levels of awareness about issues that 
may affect the community, such as – in this case – ‘Chemical Suicides’. 
 
 
 
Considerations Favouring Non-Disclosure 
 
There is an inherently strong public interest in public authorities carrying out 
investigations to prevent and detect crime. This ensures that offenders are brought to 
justice and that the necessary checks and balances are in place to safeguard public 
funds and resources. To allow the effectiveness of investigations to be reduced, as 
described in the harm above, is not in the public interest. West Midlands Police need 
to be allowed to carry out investigations effectively away from public scrutiny until 
such times as the details need to be made public, otherwise it will be difficult for 
accurate, thorough and objective investigations to be carried out. 
 
Furthermore, the family have a right to grieve for the loss of their loved ones without 
interference. Inappropriate release of the information into the public domain could 
have a detrimental effect on their mental well being. 
 
The public has a reasonable expectation of privacy regarding the information that 
West Midlands Police holds about them or their family. This expectation applies as 
much to those who are living as to those who are deceased. 
 
Conclusion 
 
For a public interest test, issues that favour release need to be measured against 
issues that favour non-disclosure. The public interest is not what interests the public, 
or a particular individual, but what will be the greater good, if released, to the 
community as a whole. 
 
Although provision of the information might provide a greater transparency in the 
investigating process, there are already a number of checks and balances on 
authorities to assess whether investigations are conducted appropriately. There are 
legal processes in place to ensure that all parties are given access to all the 
appropriate information at the time of any trial and subsequently through court 
records. In addition if a person feels that they have been treated inappropriately by 
the police there are clear processes in place to ensure that matters are investigated 
thoroughly and appropriately. Releasing information outside of such a schedule could 
undermine the smooth running of these processes and would impact on future 
judicial proceedings. Therefore the wider public interest lies in protecting the ability of 
the public authority to conduct an effective investigation and consider the outcome. 
 
 
In addition, release of this information would undoubtedly cause additional grief to the 
families concerned. Release of this information into the public domain at this time is 
likely to result in an additional media story and with an unwarranted focus on the 
details of the death of the individuals concerned. It is not in the public interest to 
cause additional distress to the family. 
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The document ‘In the Aftermath’, produced by Victim Support, states that dealing 
with the press is an important source of stress for those people who have been 
bereaved. Intrusive behaviour by journalists is a common complaint of the families of 
victims. There is evidence that media coverage – especially years after the event – 
can act as reminders and triggering events, that can disrupt the bereavement 
process. 
 
Having considered the arguments for and against the release of the information 
requested, the balance in the public interest test favours non-disclosure. West 
Midlands Police will not disclose information that could cause distress to individuals 
or that could compromise the future law enforcement role of the force. 
 


