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Request reference: 4006_13 
 
Please provide the following on Stop and Search data held by your force: 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
Data on ages is calculated from date of birth. While researching this request, it came 
to our attention that the data we currently hold on ages of those who were subject to 
Stop and Search is incorrect. However, in order to comply with the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000, we have disclosed the recorded data despite its inaccuracies.  
Whilst researching the reasons for these inaccuracies we have found the following: 
 
1. No date of birth has been recorded. 
2. The date of birth has been recorded incorrectly by our scanning and interpreting      
    equipment. If the handwriting is not easily distinguishable, then errors can     
    occur. For example, a ‘6’ can be interpreted as a ‘0’. 
3. Human error can cause inaccuracies in data.  
 
In order to raise awareness of the impact that human error and indistinguishable 
handwriting has on our recording systems, each front line officer has completed a 
training package on ‘stop and search’. The West Midlands Police are also investing 
in a new IT based recording system in order eradicate data inaccuracies caused by 
incorrect scanning. 
 
The detail collected to respond specifically to your request is subject to the 
inaccuracies inherent in any large scale recording system. As a consequence, care 
should be taken to ensure data collection processes and their inevitable limitations 
are taken into account when interpreting those data.  
 
 
1) How many stop and searches were carried out by your force in each of the 

following years 2012/13, 2011/2012? 
 
The figures below are the number of ‘stop and searches’ that are recorded on our 
system for the years specified. 
 
2011/ 2012: 38,019 
2012/ 2013: 34,026 

 
2) How many stop and searches involved children aged 10 to 17 in each of the 

following years 2012/13, 2011/2012? 
 
The figures below are the number of ‘stop and searches’ involving children aged 10 
to 17 as recorded on our system.   
 
2011/ 2012: 8719 
2012/ 2013: 7042 

 
3) How many stop and searches involved children under the age of 10 in each 

of the following years 2012/13, 2011/2012? 
 
The figures below are the number of ‘stop and searches’ involving children under the 
age of 10 as recorded on our system.   
 
2011/2012: 31 
2012/2013: 37 
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4)  Of the children under 10 who were stopped and searched, in each of the 
following years 2012/13, 2011/2012, what were the reasons given? 

 
Of the children under ten who were recorded as being ‘stop and searched’, the 
reasons were classified as follows: 

 

Reasons 2011-12 2012-13 Total 

2 – To check personal details/ documents 1 3 4 

3 - To check if wanted on warrant/ bail conditions  1 2 3 

4 - To investigate suspected crime/ disorder/ anti social behaviour 29 29 58 

5 - To follow up call for service/ info received 0 3 3 

Total 31 37 68 

 
 

5) Please state the age of the youngest person or youngest people you have 
stopped and searched in each of the following years 2012/13, 2011/2012? 

 
The figures below detail the ages of the youngest people involved in ‘stop and 
search’ as recorded on our system.   
 
2011/2012: 1 
2012/2013: 1 
 
While we are obliged to provide the information we have recorded, even though it is 
incorrect, we have manually searched the data forms, and found that the above data 
has been recorded in error. The correct data show that the youngest person involved 
in a ‘stop and search’ was three years old. In this instance, the child’s outer clothing 
was searched as it was suspected that there were drugs in the vehicle.  
 


