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         PURSUIT POLICY 
 

          
All members of the public and communities we serve, all police officers, special constables and 
police staff members shall receive equal and fair treatment regardless of, age, disability, gender, 
race, religion, belief or sexual orientation. If you consider this policy could be improved for any 
of these groups please raise with the author of the policy without delay.   
 
Any enquiries in relation to this order should be referred to the policy authors detailed below:  

 
Superintendent 9745 David Sturman, HQ Operations, extension 7800 2253. 
PC 4611 Steve Rogers. HQ Roads Policing, extension 7982 6972. 
PS 7477 Ned Kelly, Driver Development, extension 7802 6400. 
 
This order replaces part one order 31/2003 and should be read in conjunction with 
part one order 62-2006 – Driver Policy and part one order 80-2004 - Use of Stinger 
Vehicle Stopping Device. 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 The pursuit of vehicles has potential dangers for police officers, suspects and for 

uninvolved members of the public. The safety of those involved or affected by 
these activities is of the highest importance.  
 

 Officers and control room staff MUST discontinue a pursuit if the risks or dangers 
become too great in comparison to the offence(s) committed or suspected to 
have been committed by the occupants of the subject vehicle. 

 
1.3 The decision as to whether or not to pursue a vehicle is a difficult one.                     

An officer’s sense of duty to the public has the potential to outweigh an 
assessment of the risks that may ensue.  

 
1.4 This policy has been produced to assist officers make these difficult decisions 

in what may be very demanding circumstances. 



2. PURSUIT DEFINITION 
 
2.1 A pursuit occurs when a driver or rider fails to comply with a direction to stop 

whereby an officer continues in direct pursuit behind the vehicle to report its 
progress, or is directed to engage in a tactical method of resolution. 

 
2.2 For the purpose of this policy the term “Direct Pursuit” refers to 

circumstances where officers remain in immediate contact with the subject 
vehicle in order to report on its progress.  “Immediate Contact” relates to 
circumstances where the subject vehicle and pursuing vehicle are reacting to 
each other’s presence. 

3. PURSUIT ENGAGEMENT 
 
3.1 All officers engaged in the direct pursuit of a subject vehicle MUST be trained 

to an advanced level of driving and using a suitable vehicle.  Unless the 
gravest of circumstances apply. 
 

3.2 All other officers involved in a tactical option of resolution must be 
appropriately trained. 
 

3.3 All officers in the direct pursuit of a vehicle directed to engage or engaged in a 
method of resolution or in any other way connected with a pursuit incident will 
be deemed to be ‘involved’ with the pursuit.  
 

3.4 Officers should be aware that their involvement in any pursuit must comply 
with Force policies and will be subject to scrutiny during the debrief process. 
 

3.5 When the police driver makes the decision that a pursuit by a police vehicle is 
the only appropriate resolution, they must accept responsibility for their 
actions. An officer engaged in a pursuit WILL NOT reduce their liability in 
law. 
 

3.6 Mere taunting of officers will never be enough to justify a pursuit. 
 

3.7 A pursuit MUST NOT take place where the nature of the offence is not 
sufficiently serious to merit the risk of a pursuit. 
 

3.8 A dynamic risk assessment must also be applied to pursuits involving 
juveniles, vulnerable persons or locations with additional dangers such as 
those in close proximity to increased pedestrian activities. 

 
4. APPROPRIATELY TRAINED OFFICERS 
 
4.1 All officers involved in the direct pursuit of a subject vehicle MUST be trained 

to an advanced level of driving unless the gravest of circumstances apply. 
 

4.2 Speed Limits 
 

It is important to recognise that following the introduction of the Road Safety 
Act 2006, only standard and advanced trained police drivers may now 
claim a legal exemption to exceed speed limits under Section 87 of the Road 
Traffic Regulations Act 1984.  All other grades carry no such exemption to 
exceed speed limits. 
 

4.3 Traffic Lights 
 
4.3.1 On any occasion when a vehicle is being used for police purposes and the 

observance of a prohibition conveyed by the red signal would be likely to 



hinder the use of that vehicle, then the prohibition shall not apply. 
 

4.3.2 Instead the vehicle shall not proceed in such a manner or at such a time as is 
likely to cause danger or necessitate the driver of any vehicle to change its 
speed or course in order to avoid a collision. 
 

4.3.3 When proceeding past a red signal it should be treated as a “Stop” or “Give 
way “ sign and no attempt should be made to proceed unless the driver is 
sure the way is clear. 
 

4.4 Keep Left or Right Signs 
 
On any occasion when a vehicle is being used for police purposes, if the 
observance of the sign would be likely to hinder the use of that vehicle then 
the driver may pass on the wrong side providing that no danger is likely to be 
caused. 
 

4.5 General 
 

4.5.1 On occasions often due to circumstances outside their control, police drivers 
will find themselves considering contravention of other signs and regulations 

   where no statutory exemption exists. 
 
4.5.2 In each case the final decision will rely on the professional judgement of the 

individual concerned. 
 

4.5.3 No circumstances can justify the contravention of any legal requirement 
whether exempted or not which would endanger other road users or the 
officer(s). 
 

4.5.4 All officers involved in the resolution phase of a pursuit must be 
qualified in the intended method. 
 

4.5.5 This will include officers engaged in the deployment of HOSTYDS tyre 
deflation devices (E.g. STINGER) and specialist units such as dog 
handlers required at the final stage of any pursuit.  
 

4.5.6 The value of having police dogs available in the final stages of a pursuit 
cannot be underestimated. Dogs should be utilized as a visible deterrent for 
those who may “make off” or start disorder, for tracking those who have made 
off from a location and for illegal drug, explosive and firearms detection and 
recovery. 
 

4.5.7 Consideration should be given to the deployment of a dog unit at an early 
stage to remain within the locality of a pursuit in order that the dog unit may 
be in a position to deploy rapidly at the stop or abandonment of the target 
vehicle. 
 

4.5.8 4.5.8 Once a location has been selected for the stop, particularly when 
using HOSTYDS, the advantage of deploying a dog unit directly to the area 
must not be overlooked. 

 
5. SUITABLE VEHICLES 
 
5.1 The only vehicles authorised as suitable for direct involvement in pursuits are 

those identified by the vehicle fleet manager in consultation with the driver 



development unit. These will be primarily road policing and armed response 
vehicles. 
 

5.2 These vehicles must be equipped with an Airwave radio, fully operational 
emergency warning beacons and audible warning systems which must be 
activated at all times during a pursuit. 
 

5.3 All available image-recording systems will be activated during any pursuit. 
 
6. GRAVE CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
6.1 The gravest of circumstances refers to an instance where there is a genuine 

and credibly held reasonable belief that there is a life-threatening or 
potentially life-threatening situation.   

7 NOTIFICATION OF A PURSUIT 
 
7.1 When notifying the Force Communications Centre (FCC), or Operations 

Centre that a pursuit is taking place, the pursuing driver / observer is under 
obligation to provide the below detailed information: 

 
a) Location and direction of travel. 
 
b) Reason for the pursuit. 
 
c) Confirm qualified police driver. 
 
d) Suitability of the police vehicle. 
 
e) Speed and speed limit of road. 
 
f)  Weather and prevailing conditions. 
 
g) Details of pursued vehicle. 
 
h) Description of vehicle and occupant(s). 
 
i) Sufficient tactical information to determine a method of resolution,  
       balanced with evidential details required for any subsequent prosecution. 

 
j) An assertion that taking account of all the circumstances it is considered 

appropriate to continue the pursuit 
 
7.2 Information supplied to the FCC must be clear, accurate and indicate strategic 

planning.  If the commentary is unreadable or unsuitable, FCC will 
automatically abandon the pursuit and the incident log endorsed accordingly. 
 

7.3 Any failure to provide this information will result in a direction to abandon the 
pursuit. 

8 THE ROLE OF THE FORCE COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE (FCC). 
 
8.1 Pursuits will always be under the direct control of the FCC or Regional Control 

Centre (RCC) in the case of motorway incidents.  The only exception to this is 
with pre planned Firearms Operations (eg armed ANPR or ’PULSE’ type 
operations), where Firearms Operations Unit (FOU), are deployed with an 
appropriate pursuit capability and a Firearms Silver Commander is present on 
the ground in a command vehicle.  In these circumstances the Firearms Silver 
Commander is in a position to direct any pursuit, and FCC will monitor and 



support any resolution. 
 

8.2 The FCC will manage all pursuits and instruct abandonment where any of the 
below conditions exist: 

 
a) The nature of the offence is not sufficiently serious to merit the risk of a    

pursuit. 
 

b) The involvement of unsuitable police vehicles or unqualified police drivers. 
 

c) Radio communications or commentary is of insufficient quality or detail. 
 

d) Excessive speed is involved having regard to traffic and weather 
conditions, time of day or any other relevant factors. 
 

e) There is no effective strategy to terminate the pursuit safely. 
 

8.3 The use of HOSTYDS is not appropriate to halt a fleeing motorcycle. 
 

Motorcycles will only be pursued if the gravest of circumstances apply 
or the nature of the offence justifies the additional risk of pursuing such 
vehicles.  Officers are reminded that motorcyclists and pillion passengers are 
particularly vulnerable to injury in any collision. 

9 PRIMACY OF AIR OPERATIONS   
 
9.1 On taking over the management of any pursuit the FCC will immediately alert 

the Air Operations Unit.  
 

9.2 Where aerial surveillance has been established, this will become the primary 
method of contact and provide sufficient information to reduce the need for 
ground resources to maintain close contact.   
 

9.3 There may however be circumstances where Air Operations dictate that 
commentary is resumed by ground resources. 
 

9.4 The Air Operations Unit will utilise image-recording equipment to provide a 
record of all pursuits.   
 

9.5 All vehicles in direct pursuit will then be instructed by the Duty Officer FCC to 
withdraw to a safe distance pending the vehicle stopping and an area search 
being required.   (Should the instruction be given to continue to pursue, the 
Duty Officer FCC will endorse the Oasis Incident log accordingly).  

 
9.6 Withdrawing to a safe distance is subjective, however in this context a safe 

distance means where the driver of the police vehicle can no longer be 
deemed to be directly pursuing the subject vehicle and in these 
circumstances emergency lighting and audible warning devices will be 
deactivated. 

 
9.7 Where recorded evidence is obtained which may subsequently be used as an 

exhibit, this should be retained in accordance with disclosure rules. 

10. ABANDONMENT OF PURSUITS 
 
10.1 Abandonment of pursuits at any stage is a professional and responsible 

decision. Once the decision has been made all police response, other than air 
surveillance, will cease immediately. This means that pursuing officers will not 
continue to pursue the target vehicle. In previous guidelines, attempts have 



been made to distinguish between what is a “follow” and what is a “pursuit”. 
Research has shown that there is no difference in the behaviour of the 
officers involved in either. To avoid confusion, the concept of a “follow” has 
been removed from the policy and the activities that it represented have been 
subsumed within the definition of a pursuit, without necessarily altering the 
authority levels involved. If a pursuing police driver, FCC personnel or any 
other authorised person controlling a pursuit, including OCU supervision, 
decides for any reason to abandon a pursuit, there will be no criticism of the 
decision and they will be supported. 

 
10.2 Where a pursuit is abandoned the police vehicle(s) concerned will confirm 

abandonment, and the OASIS incident log endorsed with the reason for 
abandonment. 

11 COLLISIONS DURING PURSUITS 
 
11.1 In the event of a collision during a pursuit, the duty of care to any casualty will 

be given priority. 
 
11.2 Any collision during a pursuit will be dealt with in accordance with the Force 

collision policy. 
 

11.3 Any collision during a pursuit involving the pursued vehicle or police vehicles, 
which are in direct pursuit, must be deemed to be a ‘police collision’.  This 
includes circumstances where there is no injury to a police officer or damage 
to a police vehicle.  
 

11.4 The collision will be investigated by a supervisor, who will attend the scene 
and complete all relevant documentation. There is a requirement to refer all 
fatal or serious injury collisions to the Professional Standards Department 
(PSD) without delay.  PSD will in turn refer these incidents to the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission (IPCC). 
 

11.5 In accordance with force policy after any collision, all drivers, including police 
drivers, will be breath tested. 
 

11.6 Officers involved must expect their actions to be subject to rigorous scrutiny. 
 

11.7 Any decision to suspend an officer from driving duties will be made in 
accordance with Part one Order 08/2004. 
 

11.8 Details of the collision and damage incurred will be entered on the appropriate 
forms and forwarded to the fleet manager of the force owning the police 
vehicle concerned. 

12. PURSUITS ENTERING THE MOTORWAY 
 
12.1 The FCC will inform motorway Regional Control Centre (RCC) of all pursuits 

that occur, RCC will offer reciprocal information. 
 

12.2 RCC will assume control of all pursuits on the motorway system and FCC will 
assume control of pursuits on all other roads. 
 

12.3 ‘Handovers’ will occur as soon as is practicable.  The exception will be where, 
in either instance, there are no suitably trained and equipped resources to 
take over the pursuit.  In such cases the pursuing vehicle may continue, 
although responsibility and management of the pursuit will remain with RCC 
for motorways and FCC for other roads.  



13. CROSS BORDER INCIDENTS 
 
13.1 Vehicle pursuits, which cross force boundaries, will result in a ‘handover’. 

 
13.2 The host force will take primacy for the management and resourcing of such 

pursuits. 
 

13.3 FCC or RCC will assume responsibility and management of all pursuits from 
other forces that come into the West Midlands or CMPG area.  It is the 
responsibility of FCC or RCC to alert surrounding forces in sufficient time for 
them to organise an appropriate response. 
 

 All cross border pursuits will be conducted in accordance with this 
policy. 

14. ROAD BLOCKS 
 

14.1 Solid roadblocks will not be used except under the gravest of circumstances 
and only when specifically authorised by an officer of ACPO rank. 

15.  PRESS HANDLING 
 

15.1 Pursuits will attract considerable media and public attention, particularly if a 
collision and/or injury is involved.  The press office will be closely involved in 
media management especially after a high profile pursuit and when the 
circumstances are potentially contentious.  
 

15.2 In the case of cross border pursuits, the force on which the pursuit is resolved 
will take the lead in any subsequent media handling.  However, all forces 
involved must reach an early and clear agreement as to the information to be 
released and how press liaison will be managed. 

16. PURSUIT DEBRIEFING 
 
16.1 All pursuits, including those that are abandoned, will be subject of a debrief. 

This includes incidents where a subject vehicle makes off after being directed 
to stop and the police driver decides immediately not to pursue it. (The 
submission of a debrief in this instance will allow an accurate audit of the 
number of subject vehicles that make off and are not actually pursued, thus 
enabling an evaluation of the availability of suitably qualified personnel in 
suitable vehicles to actively pursue). 
 

16.2 Any officer involved in a pursuit will notify either their Operations Centre or 
FCC.  
 

16.3 Operations Centre staff or FCC will enter a supervisor 'on duty' onto the 
OASIS Incident Log, who will be accountable for conducting a pursuit debrief.   
 

16.4 The officer completing the debrief MUST include the views of FCC and Air 
Operations Unit (when they are involved). At the conclusion of the debrief this 
nominated supervisor will be responsible for the prompt submission of the 
pursuit debrief report (Form WT819).  

 
The debrief will be carried out by an officer of at least the rank of 
sergeant.  

 
16.5 This is an important exercise that will not only reinforce the pursuit policy and 

philosophy, but will also be an opportunity to identify problem areas, training 



and welfare needs, as well as best practice. 
 

16.6 The debrief and completion of the WT819 will be conducted by a supervisor 
from the OCU where the pursuit commenced with the exception of pursuits 
conducted exclusively by officers from the Force Traffic Unit when a FTU 
supervisor will be responsible for completion of the form. In cases where 
pursuits commence on the motorway, the debrief will be conducted by a 
supervisor from CMPG. In all cases the procedure will be completed prior to 
the officers involved going off duty. 
 

16.7 At the conclusion of the debrief, form WT819 will be submitted to the OCU 
commander for endorsement and forwarding Roads Policing, Park Lane, for 
recording, analysis and evaluation. Form WT819 will then be returned to OCU 
for filing. 

17. EXCEPTIONS TO THE POLICY 
 
17.1 This policy does not address covert mobile surveillance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHIEF CONSTABLE 


