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EXEMPTION NOTICE 
 
Reference 3475/13 
 
Information Requested 
 
The current West Midlands Police Driver & Pursuit policies and the Driver & 
Pursuit policies in existence on 13th June 2011. Together with the Authorised 
Professional Practice for Police Pusuits and the Associated Tactics Directory. 
 
Applicable Exemption 
 
Section 31 (1) (a) (b) 
 
Reason For Applying The Exemption 
 
Harm 
 
By releasing the Associated Tactics Directory we would be providing the public with 
our complete and comprehensive list of tactics we can utilise during police pursuits. 
These stem from the very basic stopping of a vehicle to the use of stinger 
deployments. It outlines and provides diagrams of positioning of police vehicles in 
preparation for different types of stops / tactics used to stop vehicles along with 
verbal communications used during pursuits. It also details the Remote 
Immobilisation Technologies and tactics available to identify / stop vehicles fitted with 
this technology.  
 
If this information was released to the public, it could be used to counteract police 
tactics when positioning police vehicles to perform a specific type of stop. Thus 
potentially causing the subjects driving to be more dangerous, in an attempt to 
counteract the tactics attempted by the police. Even more so with tactics used to 
deploy stinger equipment, the subject vehicle may mount footpaths or go off-road for 
example.  
 
Considerations Favouring Disclosure 
 
Disclosing this information would show to the public that the Police Service does 
have detailed and comprehensive tactics for police pursuits. Officers have to be fully 
trained and continually assessed to use these tactics and it is only specially trained 
officers that can perform police pursuits. The coordination and managing of pursuits 
in the control room is also only conducted by trained staff.  Reassuring the public that 
we take such actions very seriously and we have detailed training and tactics that we 
adhere to. 
 
Considerations Favouring Non-Disclosure 
 
The information could be used to counteract police tactics and cause subject vehicles 
to drive even more dangerously during a police pursuit. This could potentially cause 
serious harm to the public and police by driving in this manner. It could assist an 
offender to escape from the police and cause damage / loss of the vehicle, if the 
vehicle in question had been stolen from its owner.        
 



WEST MIDLANDS POLICE  Freedom of Information 

30/12/2013  3475_PIT 

Conclusion 
 
For a public interest test, issues that favour release need to be measured against 
issues that favour non-disclosure. The public interest is not what interests the public, 
or a particular individual, but what will be the greater good, if released, to the 
community as a whole. 
 
We recognise that the public interest in being open and transparent is of great 
importance to all and release of information may assist in the public being more 
aware of the work that the police are carrying out. However, while the public interest 
considerations favouring disclosure are noted, this must be balanced with the impact 
any release would have on the operational capability of the police. 
 
Because the Freedom of Information Act is ‘applicant blind’, any information released 
under the Act is available to everyone. It is well documented that criminals will use 
every advantage they can gain to successfully carry out their criminality. 
 
Therefore it is my view that the perceived public safety derived from non-disclosure is 
of greater importance than the perceived public confidence derived from disclosure. 
In this case, at this time, it would not be in the public interest to release this 
information. West Midlands Police will not disclose information that could harm the 
public or that could compromise the safety and operational effectiveness of its 
officers. 


